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Master of Indian Classical Music To Perform at Cal Poly April 18
 Renowned musician David Trasoff will perform 
"Classical Ragas -- A Program of North Indian Classical Music," at 11 
a.m. April 18 in Room 218 of the Davidson Music Center at Cal Poly. 
Trasoff has studied sarod (a lute-like stringed instrument of India)
 
performance and North Indian classical music since 1972 under Ali Akbar
 
Khan, who has been referred to as India's "living national treasure."
 
He teaches in the world music program in the School of Music at the
 
California Institute of the Arts, where he earned a Master of Fine Arts
 
in music. He earned a doctorate from UC Santa Barbara.
 
He has served as director of the Indian Music Ensemble at UCSB and has
 
taught in the Visual and Performing Arts Program at CSU San Marcos.
 
Trasoff has performed in Asia, Europe, India and the United States.
 
Music critics in India have praised his talent. The Telegraph in
 
Calcutta said, "The evening's performance left no doubt about his
 
prowess. There was tremendous depth, feeling and soul in Trasoff's
 
performance."
 
The Navbharat Times of New Delhi said, "This is the first time I have
 
seen a foreign artist play an Indian instrument with such command . . .
 
It was pure Indian artistry."
 
The sarod evolved into a classical instrument about 150 years ago. The
 
steel fingerboard is fretless, permitting the use of the slides,
 
ornaments and microtones characteristic of Indian music. The brass bell
 
at the end of the instrument acts as a resonator.
 
The classical tradition in Indian music dates back more than 3,000 
years to the Vedas, the earliest Hindu spiritual texts, one of which 
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speaks of "Nada Bramha," the concept that "music is the language of 
God." 
The music developed through ancient and medieval times into a system 
capable of 
expressing fine shades of color and emotion. 
The free concert is sponsored by Cal Poly's Music Department and 
College of Liberal Arts. For more information, call the Music 
Department at 756-2406. 
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